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A Message from... Mr Money 

 

What a fantastic term this has been.  

The school continues to shine with brilliance as our students progress into strong 

learning patterns and pathways.  

This term Derby District High School had our parent evening in which we had over 

100 families visit their children’s classes and celebrate the work that has been done. 

It was terrific to see all those proud and happy faces through the school.  

The On Country programs kicked off with several year groups getting out on country 

to practice old skills and, some new ones. The Walalakoo Junior Rangers are track-

ing strongly, and students are busy in the work placement program.  

It is wonderful to see our students in community work environments outside of 

school. Many are picking up traineeships and apprenticeships to carry on into their 

futures.  

A massive thank you to staff for the incredible efforts and professionalism over this 

term which started as one of our sickest post COVID. There has been a lot of inter-

nal relief, and administration has been hampered with staffing shortages all  term. I 

appreciate the team, getting behind each other and really supporting the continua-

tion of learning programs for students.  

Well done everyone for another brilliant term, here at Derby DHS. It truly is an in-

spirational place to live and work. I am 

continually grateful to represent such a 

wonderful place.  

Stay safe, look out for each other, 

Mr $$ 

 



Merit Award Winners 

        Term 2—Week 5 

Bella Hoath Tiajuanah Oliver x2 Brendon Flatfoot 

Vance Shadforth Thelma Unghango Collishai Bangmorra x2 

Nate Angwin Andrew Edgar Ki-ann Skeen x2 

Honey Cronin Aasiya Saeed Connor Moir 

Laurie Donation Karson Pritchett Callum Franz 

Brylan Maher Bonnisha Ejai Portia Flack 

Harriet Barba x3 Georgette Unghango x2 Kai Alford 

Jezie Pryor Lily’arnah Steer Justin Shadforth 

Alexandria Marsh Corey Marrar Ibrahim Saeed 

Marley Hoath Nikora Ellis Audrey Neate 

Yatim Shadforth Nikeelah Ejai Mystique Malay 

Evelyn Singh x2 Taomea’ara Sampi Aoife Deane 

Jahmari Maher Cheyne Umbagai x2 Shakanah Shadforth 

Ivan Cox Aaron Taylor Shannon Green 

Nuela Binkali Dominic Walley x2 Bailey Butters 

Qinn McCumstie Ki-Warnah Skeen Justin Edgar 

Ivan’Anthony Loberio Mistique Malo  

Frank Marrar Aileen Everett  

Traice Bridge Jaxon Egan  

David Altham Lucas Altham  

Kalizah Mungulu Xavier Gerrard  



Merit Award Winners 

        Term 2—Week 7 

Clyreise Walkerbear Zenique Neliman Graysen Ferguson 

James Atkinson Braedann Taylor Lexiana Delvin 

Nate Angwin Wyatt Benn Jamie Burrell 

Taylani Bidd Mystique Riley Linden Barba 

Allera Benning Aasiya Saeed Audrey Neate 

Latticia Wilson Bennett Edwards Rebecca Bunworth 

James Wungundin Tiana Marrar  

Rosanna Cronin Freda Clinch  

Keone Vincent Kainoa O’Donnell  

Kye Egan Lamar Sinclair  

Axel O’Brien James Taylor  

Gladys Ward Maddison Franz x3  

Reggie Kerr Siddons Nita-Carmen Umbagai  

Matilda Nandoo Edith Neate  

Lazarus Ningamarra Cydney Anderson  

Arlo Hoath Eric Rose  

Maleik Woodhouse x2 Riley May-Pearson  

Shoshannah Lenard Mistique Malo  

Helena Lawrence Lucas Altham  

Mason Macale Erin Abreo  

Quinn Scott Adriano Malo  



Stars of the Week  

 
Term 2 

Week  6 
1A| Eithon Conopo Junior 1B| Bailey Letufuga 2A| Alarnah Lwoy 

2B| Grace Young-Buckle 3/4C| Frank Marrar 3A|Evelyn Singh 

3B| Milan Letufuga 4A| N/A 4B| Thomas Hardman 

5A| Raelene Lannigan 5/6B| N/A PS Science| Axel O’Brien 

6A| N/A 6B| Hassin Fredericks 1/2 Support| N/A 

3/4 Support| N/A 5/6 Support|  Music| Kainoa O’Donnell 

1/3 PE & Health|  4/6 PE & Health|  Digi Tech| Mason Macale 

1A| Zahra Saeed 1B| Mary Ozies 2A| Bayden Rivers 

2B| Adalynn Stevens 3/4C|  3A|Chase Oobagooma 

3B| Michael Dolby 4A| Philicia Obah 4B| Peret Waina 

5A| Bennet Edwards 5/6B| Kaidyn Thompson PS Science| N/A 

6A| N/A 6B| Lamar Sinclair 1/2 Support|  

3/4 Support| N/A 5/6 Support|  Music|  N/A 

1/3 PE & Health|  

Helen French 

4/6 PE & Health|  

Nikara Shadforth 

Digi Tech|  

Kainoa O’Donnell 

Week  7 



Early Years News 
...with Mr Angus and the Early Years Team 

Our Mowanjum KindiLink families had a fantastic On Country Ex-

cursion to May River last Tuesday. We enjoyed the lots of activities 

and singing. Thank you to Byron from the Australian Children’s 

Music Foundation for tagging along and giving us some great 

nursery rhymes to sing along to.  

A big thank you to Kazue and Anthea for organising this awesome 

experience!  

Our Year 1s were lucky to have one of our school mascots join 
them for their Talk for Writing hook. Oli, the Tawny Frog Mouth, 
flew on by to engage the students in their new text, a non-
chronological information report about the Tawny Frog Mouth. 
We are really looking forward to see our Year 1s learn the story 
and innovate their own as the term progresses.   

On Thursday 12/6 the Kindergarten students went on an 

adventure to the School Library. Ms Amelia from the Town 

Library met the students at the library, reading them some 

stories and presented them with their Better Beginnings 

Pack. The Better Beginnings Early Literacy Program aims to 

connect families with books through free reading packs. 

The students were very excited to go to the library, read 

some books and receive their packs.  



Primary School News 
 ...with Mrs Franz and Mrs Dowding

 

In Week 5 and 7 our Year 3 and 4 students took centre stage at assembly and wowed us with 
their learning. Our talented Year 4 students wowed the audience with a dynamic and engaging 
assembly performance based on the book At Sandy Cape, as part of their Talk for Writing pro-
gram. Students confidently took to the stage, using expressive language, clear voices, and well-
rehearsed actions to retell the story. It was truly impressive to see how well they remembered 
their lines and movements — a clear reflection of their hard work and enthusiasm. The perfor-
mance was not only entertaining but also a great demonstration of the literacy skills being de-
veloped in the classroom. Congratulations to Year 4 on a fantastic job and thank you to the 
staff who supported them in preparing such a memorable presentation. 3A, 3B and 3/4C took 
us on a journey through the text Are We There Yet? by Alison Lester. Through song, storytelling 
and visuals, they brought to life the adventurous spirit of the book, highlighting Australia’s 
unique landscapes and cultures. A big thank you to the staff and students for their creativity, 
confidence and teamwork – it was a performance to remember!  

 

 

Our ‘Stars of the Week’ were treated to a fun and sensory 
play dough-making session with Mr Dowding! This was a fan-
tastic opportunity for our students to be celebrated for their 
efforts and make some squishy, colourful creations togeth-
er. Well done to all our  Stars – your positive attitude and be-
haviour continue to shine!  

Stars of the Week  

Year 3/4 Assemblies – “At a Sandy Cape and Are We There Yet?”  



Primary School News 
 ...with Mrs Franz and Mrs Dowding

Coming Up Next…  
We’re excited for a number of special events on the horizon:  
• Red Cross Incursion: Our Year 3 students will be taking part in a Red Cross incursion where 

they’ll be featured in an upcoming Australia Post commercial – how exciting! The other Primary 
students will also be involved with story time and Pillow Case sessions.  

• Dockers Cup: Year 5 and 6 students will attend the Dockers Cup excursion, where they’ll repre-
sent Derby in a friendly competition of football and netball against other Kimberley schools. We 
can’t wait to see our students show great sportsmanship, teamwork and community spirit.  

 
Thank you for your ongoing support and involvement in school life at Derby DHS!  

Parent Night Success – Rain Couldn’t Dampen the Spirit!  

Despite the wet weather, families braved the rain and showed up in fantastic numbers for our re-
cent Parent Night – and what a night it was! The school was buzzing with excitement as students 
proudly showcased their hard work and classroom projects to their families. From art displays to 
science experiments and written work, it was wonderful to see students taking ownership and shar-
ing their learning journeys. A huge thank you to our amazing admin team who fired up the barbecue 
and served delicious hamburgers throughout the evening. The smell alone was enough to draw a 
crowd! The event also saw many  families take the opportunity to finalise their WASSAP payments, 
making the most of the evening’s convenience. We would like to sincerely thank all the families 
who attended. Your ongoing support makes a real difference, and it was fantastic to see our school 
community come together. It was a great night!  



Year 5/6B 
...with Mr Byrne

 In 5/6B we have been learning to write information texts. We begun by 

learning about Mexico and learnt about their love of pinatas, before 

learning about its climate, landmarks and flora and fauna. Using this 

structure, we learnt how to write an information text on a different 

country together, and finally, students were challenged with researching 

information about a country or place of their choice and creating a col-

ourful poster with their own writing. Many skills were used in the final 

piece, including research from books in the library, writing, typing and 

publishing, and the finished posters look amazing. 



High School News 
 ...with Miss Dennis, Mr Cooper and Miss Gavan

Well done to our year 11/12 students who com-

pleted their Marine Recreational Skippers Ticket. 

A Big Thank you to Derby District High School, 

Maureen and Mount Gibson Iron, Owen from 

Marine Volunteer Service, Matt from Top Gear, 

Kelly from Department of Fire and Emergency 

Services and Nikitta and Johanna from Shooting 

Stars for organising and making this possible for 

our Shooting Stars Participants.  

Our 2025 School Ball transported students to the 
vibrant streets of Rio, with a dazzling Carnivale 
themed celebration that lit up the night! From 
glittering costumes to colourful décor and infec-
tious rhythms, the evening was bursting with energy, excitement, and unforgettable 
memories. Students embraced the theme in spectacular fashion, creating a night 
full of joy, laughter, and festive spirit. Thank you to everyone who helped make this 
magical night a huge success! 



Year 8 - This term, Year 8 students have 

developed their hand sewing and appliqué skills by cre-

ating personalised coin pouches. Using the school’s new 

Cricut machine, they were able to customise their designs 

with precision and creativity. These foundational skills 

were then carried into their major textiles project—

designing and constructing their own Moley Monster 

dolls. The project encouraged imagina-

tion, independence, and problem-

solving, all while strengthening their 

confidence in sewing. 

Home Economics 
...with Miss Ladbrook and Mrs Burns

Year 7 - Year 7 students have been introduced to the basics 

of food and nutrition, learning about the properties of key 

ingredients such as eggs and how they behave in cooking. 

They’ve also explored the Australian Guide to Healthy 

Eating, identifying food groups and building a strong foun-

dation for making informed, healthy food choices. 



Year 9 - Year 9 students tackled a more advanced textiles task 

this term: constructing their own bucket hats using sewing 

machines. The project required a high level of patience and 

attention to detail, especially when working with curved 

seams and multiple fabric layers. While it proved to be a chal-

lenging task, students showed great per-

severance and pride in completing a 

wearable and functional item—

developing valuable technical skills and 

resilience along the way. 

 

 

Kimberley Cuisine Endorsed Program - Students in the Kim-

berley Cuisine program have taken a culinary journey around 

the globe, exploring the flavours and cooking styles of Japan, 

Malaysia, Morocco, and Italy. Through each country's cuisine, 

students expanded their cultural knowledge and refined 

their cooking techniques. The term concluded with an ex-

citing challenge—designing a unique dish 

they would serve from a food truck. This 

allowed students to combine everything 

they had learned into one creative, glob-

ally inspired meal of their own design. 

Home Economics 
...with Miss Ladbrook and Mrs Burns



Music 
...with Miss Rees

It’s been an exciting and productive term for our music students! Pupils 

across all year levels have been working hard to develop their piano and 

guitar skills, showing great enthusiasm and perseverance.  

 

Our Year 4 students have even been writing their 

own original songs — a fantastic display of creativity 

and confidence. Meanwhile, our choir, high school 

band Food Truck, primary band Rees’s Pieces 

(formally TimTaammz), and Byron’s Monday and 

Tuesday extracurricular bands have all been rehears-

ing enthusiastically in preparation for our end-of-

term Music Showcase at Sporties on Sunday, 29th 

June. We’re incredibly proud of their dedication and 

can’t wait to see them shine on stage!  



Phys Ed 
...with Miss Wade

In PE recently we have begun practising for the 

Athletics Twilight Carnival next term. Students 

have been practising sprints, throws and jumps, 

aiming to improve each lesson.  

We are all looking forward to the Twilight  

Carnival happening next term on the  

14th August!   





Year 7 Camp—Term 3 
 

Departing:  Sunday 27th July at 5:00am 

Returning: Friday 1st August 6:00pm  

 

Payment: The cost of the camp is $300 per student, all students are 

 required to pay to attend the camp. You  can pay in full or by instalments,  

either at the front office using cash or card, direct debit or Centrepay.  

Please see the front admin staff for more information on payment  

options. 

 

If you wish to Direct Deposit camp fees to our school bank, please ensure 

you use your child’s name and the Reference Year 7 Camp. 

 

Direct Deposit: 

Account name: Derby District High School   

BSB: 016 620    Account Number: 340 881 924 

 



Have you paid your 2025 School  
Voluntary Contributions & Charges? 

 
 

All money received for student fees & charges 
comes back into the school. 

 

This income helps us offset costs for lots of things 
including maintenance and replacement of school 
equipment, purchasing materials and texts books. 

 

Please see your friendly office staff for more  

information about paying your child/s school fees 

today. 



PLEASE NOTE: AUDIRI (SKOOLBAG) WILL CEASE 
AT DERBY DHS  

 

If you have been using Audiri (Skoolbag) and have 
this App on your phone, we will no longer be  

continuing with this service. 
 

Now that Derby DHS is using compass any  
communication  

regarding your child/s absences and school  
notices can be  

communicated this way. 
 

If you would like more information on setting up 
Compass and how this works, please contact our 

helpful admin ladies on  
(08) 9193 3000 

  



Important Canteen Notices 
For parents and/or Guardians: 

Need  to Contact the Canteen? 

 
Please contact Kellie Randall, Tamsin Blurton, or               

Keryn Pawczynski on 08 9193 3000 for all  

Canteen/account enquiries. 

 

 

Please be advised that our canteen now has an EFTPOS 

machine. 

This is for same day orders only  

 

We ask that students with accounts continue to pay by 

card at the front office. 

 

We are no longer accepting book ups at the canteen 

If your student wants to order recess/lunches, please 

make arrangements to set up a payment method ASAP. 

 

 You can set up payment methods via CentrePay, EFT-

POS, Cash or Direct Deposits and our friendly staff in the 

front office can help you do this. 

 



           

 

 

 

Have you Changed your Address?   

Got a New Phone Number? 
 

As Term 1 begins, many families have changed addresses and/or     

contact details.  If this has occurred,  

it is important that we have up to date information. 

The safety of the children at our school is of the utmost  

importance, however when a child becomes ill or there is an accident 

in the playground, we need to be able to contact parents immediately. 

In order for this to occur, the records that are kept in the office must be 

relevant and up to date. 

Therefore, we need our parents to inform the office of any changes to 

personal details - most importantly phone contact and address details. 

 

We appreciate your assistance in this matter by  

contacting the school office on (08) 9193 3000 as soon as  

possible with this updated information. 

Community Notices 
For parents and/or Guardians: 

IMPORTANT DATES—Term 2  
June 25th—Principal’s Assembly 

 

IMPORTANT DATES—Term 3 

July 21st—School Development Day—PUPIL Free Day 

July 22nd —July 25th NAIDOC Week 

July 27th—August 1st Year 7 Camp  

 

 



Term 2 Weeks 8-10 

Term 3 Weeks 1-4 

 


