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A Message from... Mr Money 

 

 

Mr Money’s moment, 
 
Welcome to our final newsletter of 2025!  
It has been an amazing year full of student 
success stories and moments where Derby 
District High School has broken myths around 
regional education.  
 
It was fantastic to see Year 10 Student Akeelah Ozies stand up in the House of Representatives and 
confidently deliver her speech to parliament.  It was an incredible opportunity for Akeelah and a very 
proud moment in time for Derby.  
 

We also supported a group of students to attend a Perth camp that looked at the Industries 
surrounding the Defence Force. This included a site visit to BAE Systems Henderson, The Rottnest 
Island Battlements and Rockingham TAFE where they used Augmented Reality Welding training 
machines and saw huge Navy vessels in construction.  
  
We look to finish the term off on a high with a fantastic End of Year concert ion the 16th December. It 
will be a heap of fun and packed full of celebrations.  
  
Again, It has been a privilege to be the principal of such a fine school in the best town in the 
Kimberley.  

 
Thank you to all staff and students for another hugely successful year, thank you to parents and 
caregivers for all of your ongoing support. It has been a blast.  
  
Take care over the holiday period. Be awesome!  Mr $$  



Merit Award Winners 

        Term 4 —Week 5 

Aashish Chinthalapudi Adalynn Stevens Althea Jose 

Aryanna Shaw Aryn Pope Ayvah Hepi 

Billie-Rose Menmuir Cassius Cronin Cheyne Umbagai 

Daniel Ejai David Altham Dayle Williams-Rudolph 

Elsie Ishiguchi Faith Nandoo Fergus McCumstie x 2 

Frank Marrar Harriet Taylor Isabelle Fiebig-Ambi 

Jessie Sebastion Kayvarniss Cooper-Raki Kiarnah Wungundin 

Kingsley Malay Kyrell Neliman Lamar Sinclair 

Lily’arnah Steer Ling-Ling Ishiguci Malachi Bidewell 

Marisa Barba Marjorie Jumburra Niddaya Ambi 

Patrick Tang-Riley Paullah Cartwright Pennash Sebastion 

Philicia Obah Shania Mumberay Shar’ria Tomlinson 

Shaunelia Burgu Sioux Nargoodah-Benn Stella Mumberay 

Tamessa Wilson Tariqe Taylor Tiana Marrar 

Vicki Lucy William Mallard Zaliah Green 

Zhavia Malo Zinhle Murenje  

   

   

   

   

   



Merit Award Winners 

        Term 4 —Week 7 

Aleksia Ozies  Alfreda Sankoh Ariya Haynes 

Ashton Bridge x 2 Aubree-Rose Egan Audrey Neate 

Bayden Rivers Bella Sampi Blake McGaffin 

Braedann Taylor Braxton Hardy  Brylan Maher 

Bryson Sebastion Callie Maher Charlie Buggins 

Charlie Hadlow x 2 Dwayne Taylor Dominic Walley  

Edith Neate Felicity Murenje Freda Clinch 

Helena Lawrence Isaiah Buggins Jaxon Egan 

Jezie Pryor Johnny Fiebig-Ambi Kalayah Ejai 

Kazarna Bin Jalil Kazandra-Jane Taylor Kye Egan 

Maddison Franz  Matilda Nandoo Patrico Lightning 

Sioux Nargoodah-Benn Qinn McCumstie Ruby Edgar Bin Omar 

Shari Skeen Shaun Taylor Xavier McCumstie 

Zephaniah Ozies Zyleah Riley   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



Stars of the Week  

 Term 4 

Week  5 
1A| Scout Jungine 1B| Lattica Wilson 2A| Harriet Taylor 

3A| Aria McFayden  3B| Matilda Nandoo 3/4C| Ivan Loberio 

4A| Lincoln Cairns 4B| Braedann Taylor 5A| Nyla Sarah-Ryder 

5/6B| Kainoa O’Donnell  1-3HPE| Wesley Maher 4-6 HPE|Andrew Edgar 

Digi Tech  

Braedann Taylor 

Digi Tech 

Tom Hardman 

1-2 Support  

Zahra Saeed  

Week  6 
1A| JJ Lawrence 1B| Ren Pedro 2A| Alarnah Lwoy 

2B|TeKaha Ellison 3/4C| Montez Waiomio 4A| David Altham 

4B| Braedann Taylor  6A| Lamar Sinclair 6B| Kazsandra Taylor 

Digi Tech  

Karla Mungulu 

 

1-2 Support 

Jeannette Waina   

 

1-2 Support  

Matilda Nandoo 

   

2A| Xander Ellis 2B| Grayson Umbagai 3A| Angela Cooper  

3B| Shari Skeen 3/4| Nellie French 4A| Aj Thiering 

5A| Wyatt Benn 5/6B| Miransah Ryder 6A| Tao Sampi  

6B|Pennash Sebastion 1-3HPE| Alarnah Lwoy 4-6HPE|Quinn Scott 

Support| Xavier Egan   

Week  7 



Early Years and  

Primary School News 
...with Mr Angus and the Early Years Team 

The past few weeks have been full of exciting learning opportunities, celebrations 
and preparations across our Primary School at Derby District High School. 

In Early Years, we have been busy preparing our youngest learners for school 
through the Kindy Ready Program, helping students build confidence and 
essential skills for a successful start to their schooling journey. Walker Learning 
continues to be a highlight, with students thriving through hands-on, play-based 
learning experiences thanks to the dedication and hard work of our staff. 

Our Year 1 and 2 students have also enjoyed swimming lessons over the past few 
weeks. It has been wonderful to see so many students putting in their best effort 
while building confidence in the water, with the extra bonus of cooling down in 
the warmer weather! 

Pre-Primary students impressed families and staff with a wonderful assembly, 
and we are looking forward to celebrating their achievements at the Pre-Primary 
Graduation on 11 December. 

In Middle Primary, students thoroughly enjoyed A Stitch in Time, gaining hands-
on learning experiences and connecting with new skills and ideas. Students also 
participated in engaging wellbeing workshops and have been busy working on a 
lyrics, song and video production project, which will be released shortly, we can’t 
wait to share it with our community. 

Year 2 and Year 4 classes are also looking forward to upcoming excursions linked 
to On Country and Two-Way Science. A huge thank you to our dedicated staff for 
supporting these valuable learning opportunities. 

In the Upper Primary it has been a busy and exciting time in our Upper Primary 
space! Our Year 6 students have been hard at work perfecting their dance 
routines for the upcoming Graduation Ceremony on Thursday, 11th December. 
Their enthusiasm and teamwork are shining through, and we can’t wait to see 
their final performance. 

Our Year 5 students have also been working hard, crafting their Student Leader 
Speeches in preparation for presentations on Monday, 8th December. We are so 
proud of the confidence and leadership skills they are developing as they put 
their ideas and goals into words. 

 



Early Years and  

Primary School News 
...with Mrs Franz, Mrs Dowding and Mr Angus  

Across Years 5 and 6, students continue to impress us with their incredible 
writing. The growth we’re seeing is a testament to their effort and our 
expanding Talk for Writing program, which is building confident, creative and 
capable writers. 

 

We also celebrated wonderful award ceremonies at the Clontarf Awards Night 
and Shooting Stars Luncheon, where many of our upper primary students were 
recognised for their outstanding attendance and commitment to their learning. It 
was fantastic to see their hard work acknowledged. 

 

Looking ahead, next week our Year 6 cohort will experience a taste of high school 
life as they participate in two days of Year 7 classes and routines. This transition 
experience is an exciting step as they prepare for their journey into secondary 
school. 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

As we move toward the end of the year, there are several important dates for 
families: 

• Primary Transition 4th and 5th December 

• End of Year Book Awards: 10th December 

• Year 6 Graduation 11th December 

• Pre-Primary Graduation: 11th December 

• Reports home to families: 15th December 

• End of Year Concert: 16th December 

• Last day for students: 18th December 

 

From Angus, Tara and Amy, thank you to all families and community members for 
your ongoing support throughout 2025. We wish everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a safe and restful holiday break. We look forward to welcoming you back for 



 
  

 

 



 

 



Year 9 Try a Trade  
During Week 7, nine Year 9 students spent three days working with 

North Regional TAFE in Derby on the Try A Trade – Construction pro-

gram. Swapping school uniform for high vis and steel caps, they learned 

about health and safety in the workplace, safe handling and use of tools 

and how to use different power tools. Thanks to their hard work, Derby 

District High School now has three brand new picnic benches to add to 

our school grounds. Fantastic work Year 9’s!  

Derby District High School would like to thank Mr Jeff for supervising 

the students all week, the Career Taster Program, North Regional TAFE, 

TAFE lecturer Dave Noonan and the Construction Training Fund for their 

support with this program and for the valuable opportunities these pro-

grams provide our students.  

Chris Cooper 

Year 9/10 Deputy Principal 



Pastrol Ops 
...with Mr Noble and Miss Mandjian

Elders Trip 

As part of their Unit in Pastoral Operations the Year 8 students made a visit to 

Elders. Whilst there they had to use their new knowledge on feeding regimes to 

find the available feeds and supplements for specific types of horses. As part of 

the activity the students were assigned a horse and they had to work out which 

of the feeds their animal needed. A racehorse in full work will need a very 

different style of feed to a retired horse sleeping in the paddock. The students 

had to assess the available feeds by reading the information on the products to 

make their choices.  

All the students were well behaved and represented our school well in a public 

space. 

Paul Noble and Izabella Mandijan. 







Christmas Concert  
Tuesday 16th December 2025 

Canteen Menu 

 

Food can be purchased from 5pm for a 6pm concert start. 

• Hotdogs - $4.00 

• Cheeseburger -  $5.00 

(Plain - No Salad) 

• Mini Pizzas - $3.50 

• Pies - $5.00 

• Sausage Rolls - $4.00 

• Choc Muffins - $3.00 

NOTE: Availability is subject to end of year stock  

CASH & EFTPOS  ONLY  











 
Parent Communications using Compass Online  

 
Compass is an easy, secure way to communicate electronically with teachers.  
 
Currently our school has the following features available in Compass:  
• View up-to-date attendance information 
• Approve or enter upcoming or past absences for your child  
• Update your registered email and mobile number (used for SMS alerts)  
• Contact your children’s teacher through email 
• Access information regarding upcoming events and news (coming soon)  
 
The school will advise when further features will become available.  

 
Compass App 
The Compass App is available to download for iOS from the App Store or Android from the 
Play Store. Simply search for Compass School Manager in the store.  
 
Parents / Carers will be given their own secure login to compass it will have a username and 
a password attached. This will give you access to the Compass portal. If you haven't received 
a username and password for your child please give us a call at the office or email  
derby.dhs@education.wa.edu.au 
 
If you would like more information on setting up Compass and how this works, please contact our 
the ladies at front office in (08) 9193 3000 
  



Important Canteen Notices 
For parents and/or Guardians: 

Need  to Contact the Canteen? 

 
Please contact Kellie Randall or Keryn Pawczynski on  

08 9193 3000 for all  

Canteen/account enquiries. 

 

 

Please be advised that our canteen now has an EFTPOS 

machine. 

This is for same day orders only. 

 

We ask that students with accounts continue to pay by 

card at the front office. 

 

We are no longer accepting book ups at the canteen. 

If your student wants to order recess/lunches, please 

make arrangements to set up a payment method ASAP. 

 

 You can set up payment methods via CentrePay, 

EFTPOS, Cash or Direct Deposits and our friendly staff in 

the Front Office can help you do this. 

 



January 2026 VACSWIM  

enrolments are open  

 

As we head towards the school holidays a lot of families 

are starting to get back into the water or planning 

holidays by the beach, rivers or swimming pools. It is 

important we help them support their child stay safe and 

confident in the water.  

 

VacSwim provides children 5 to 17 years of age with the 

opportunity to develop and progress their swimming and 

water safety skills during the school holidays across the 

State. There are programs for beginner, intermediate and 

advanced swimmers. 

 

Students who complete Stages 13 to 16 through VacSwim 

enjoy the benefit of having their rescue award fees 

waived by Royal Life Saving Society WA. It is a great 

opportunity for them and a huge benefit to the 

community.  

 

Enrolments are now open, and families can enrol online. 

  
Further information, details of locations and information on how 

to enrol is on our website. 

 



Reminder of unpaid camp and 

school fees 

Has your child attended a school camp this year? 
 

All school camps have charges that will require pay-

ment. If you have not already paid your child/s camp 

fees please make arrangements asap. 

 

We also encourage you to make payments for school 

voluntary contributions where possible.  

 

You can make these payments via cash, cheque, direct 

deposit and we also have Eftpos, facilities available 

 

Derby District High School 

BSB: 016 620 

ACC: 340 881 924  

Direct Deposit: Please use your child’s Surname as reference. 

 

  



           

 

 

Have you Changed your Address?   

Got a New Phone Number? 
 

As Term 4 comes to an end, many families have changed addresses 

and/or contact details.  If this has occurred, it is important that we have 

up to date information. 
 

The safety of the children at our school is of the utmost importance, 

however when a child becomes ill or there is an accident in the 

playground, we need to be able to contact parents immediately. In 

order for this to occur, the records that are kept on file must be relevant 

and up to date. 
 

Therefore, we need our parents to inform the Front Office of any 

changes to personal details - most importantly phone contact and 

address details. 

We appreciate your assistance in this matter by  

contacting the Front Office on (08) 9193 3000 as soon as possible 

Community Notices 
For parents and/or Guardians: 

IMPORTANT DATES 

4th and 5th December - Year 6 Transition Day 

8th December - Clontarf 5/6 End of Term Reward Day 

10th December - End of Year Book Presentation  

11th December - PP Graduation (AM)  

11th December - Year 6 Graduation  

16th December - End of Year Concert 

19th December - Last Day of Term  

 

 



IMPORTANT DATES for 2026 

 

2nd February - First Day Term 1  

2nd March - Labour Day Public Holiday 

20th March - School Development Day 

2nd April - Last day of Term 1 

20th April - First Day of Term 2 

27th April - ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

22nd May - School Development Day 

1st June - Western Australia Day Public Holiday 

3rd July - Last Day of Term 2 

20th July - First Day of Term 3  

14th August - School Closed 

25th September - Last Day of Term 3 

12th October - First Day of Term 4 

16th November - School Development Day  

17th December – Last Day of Term 4
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